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BMU lineworkers compete
at annual AMP Rodeo
Members of a Bryan Municipal Utilities team placed
in numerous competitions
at the 2017 American Municipal Power Lineworkers
Rodeo, held Aug. 26 at AMP
headquarters in Columbus.
According to a BMU
news release, the team, comprised of lineworkers J.J.
Rupp, Brad Plummer and
Brandon Suffel, won first
place in the 600A Switch Replacement competition.
The individual team
members took second in
the Hurtman Rescue, Three
Phase Tie and Underground
Residential
Distribution
competitions, and third in the
Angle Shoe Change Out. The
team placed third overall.
Events at the rodeo are
designed to replicate actual
lineworker tasks and to test
skills needed on a daily basis.
Events were judged based on
safety, work practices, neatness, ability, equipment handling and speed.
—By Times staff

ON THE AGENDA
• The Williams County
Commissioners
will
meet in regular session
from 8:30 a.m.-noon and
1-4:30 p.m., or until adjournment, today at the fourth
floor of the Williams County courthouse. Listed on the
agenda are: 9 a.m. executive
session to consider the discipline of a public employee
or official; 9:30 a.m. general session; 10 a.m. AP gas
station grant; 11 a.m. scale
team.
• The Defiance County
Commissioners will meet
in regular session from
8:30 a.m. until noon, today
at 500 Court St., Suite A,
in Defiance. Listed on the
agenda are: 9:30 a.m. general session; 10 a.m. discuss
possible cooperative grant
application to extend a bike
trail to Napoleon, with representatives from Henry County, City of Napoleon, City of
Defiance and Maumee Valley Planning Organization.
• West Unity Village
Council will meet in special
session at 6:15 p.m. today
at the town hall to pass a
resolution to allow the village administrator to apply
for an Ohio Public Works
Commission grant. In addition, the Forestry Committee
will meet at 6:30 p.m., the
Park Committee at 7 p.m.,
the Kissell Committee at
7:30 p.m. and the Street
Committee at 8 p.m., all also
at the town hall.
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Allyn and Makenzie Luce, of Edon,
are the 2017 United Way of Williams
County campaign chairpersons.
The Luces are longtime supporters of United Way of Williams
County and bring a wealth of energy and commitment to the organization, said Bill Pepple, executive
director of United Way of Williams
County.
“They’re passionate about United
Way and they care about their community,” Pepple said Tuesday in announcing the selection.
Allyn Luce is an Edon native and
vice president of manufacturing at
Altenloh, Brinck & C. Group (Trufast), in Bryan. He serves on the
Florence Township Fire Department
and his late father, Jerry, was chief of
the department.
The Luces are longtime supporters of United Way and said they welcomed the opportunity to take a leadership role in the organization and
the community.
“It’s an opportunity for us to give
back to the organization that means
so much to us and the community
that we live in. We’ve been donors in
the past and we’re strong supporters
of the United Way,” Allyn, 39, said.

Allyn and Makenzie Luce, of Edon, are the 2017 United Way of Williams County campaign chairpersons. The official 2017 campaign
kick-off is just prior to the All-County Band Show on Monday, Sept. 11,
at the grandstands of the Williams County Fair. The goal this year is
$360,000. Courtesy photo
“We see the value in it,” said Makenzie, 38, the Bryan High School
swim coach since 2003 who also
coaches the summer swim teams.
The Luces have two children,
Carter, 9, a fourth grader, and Sidney, 6, a first grader, at St. Patrick
Catholic School in Bryan. Both

Angie Pelland, left, and Merissa Taylor look at mums during the 2016 Fall Fest in downtown Bryan. DANA KUBANDA/Staff

Fall, Barn fests return Sept. 23
By JOSH EWERS

jewers@bryantimes.com

The end of warm, summer
weather doesn’t have to mean
the end of having family-oriented fun outdoors in Williams County, as fall has its
own celebration around these
parts.
Heralding the eventual
changing of the leaves will be
the annual return of Barn Fest
and Fall Fest.
This year marks the 40th
anniversary of the Newlyn
Quest Club-hosted festival that each year features
plenty of food, including
homemade iron-pot vegetable soup, pie and cookies;
more than 50 vendors selling
everything from pottery to
aprons to quilts to home decor and more; and, of course,
live entertainment.
This year’s entertainment

is from the band High Country Grass.
And the myriad of items
for sale are of high quality,
according to Newlyn Quest
media representative Andrea
Miller.
“All the vendors sell
handmade, craft-type items,”
Miller noted excitedly when
asked about the event’s main
draw.
That’s all happening at
MacDonald-Ruff Ice Arena in Bryan from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Sept. 23, but the Bryan square will also be abuzz
with the trappings of fall as
it celebrates in its own way
with downtown merchant
sales, craft vendors, a new
model car show, a farmers
market and even a scarecrow
contest.
Additionally, a purse and
handmade rug sale will be
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Allyn and Makenzie cited their
membership at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Blakeslee for their faith
and said United Way and its programs embody those same faithbased principles.
United Way of Williams County,
a 510(c)(3) non-profit, was formed in

1994 with the merger of the United
Funds in Bryan, Montpelier, Edgerton and Stryker. It now serves 26 organizations and 34 programs countywide, Pepple said.
“We are truly a ‘united’ campaign
for Williams County,” Pepple said.
And importantly, said the Luces,
all the funds donated to United Way
of Williams County go to support
people, organizations and programs
in Williams County.
“It’s all locally focused and the
money raised here stays in Williams
County,” Allyn said.
Pepple also noted that donations
can be directed to the specific organizations or programs that a donor
wishes to support.
The official 2017 campaign kickoff is just prior to the All-County
Band Show on Monday evening,
Sept. 11, at the grandstands of the
Williams County Fair. The goal this
year is $360,000.
For more information about the
United Way of Williams County,
visit the office during normal business hours at 520 W. Mulberry St.,
Suite 400, Bryan. The organization
can also be reached by email at wecare@unitedwaywc.org, by phone
at 419-636-8603, or online at unitedwaywc.org.
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Game cards were inserted in The Bryan Times on Saturday, August 12.
Beginning Monday, August 14, 2017, look for the daily numbers every Monday through Thursday and
Saturday for eight weeks in The Bryan Times. If these numbers appear on your card cut them out of the
paper and affix them on top of the numbers on your card. (Only newspaper clippings accepted, no copies)
When you fill your card completely, fill out the information on the back and bring or mail it to The Bryan
Times, 127 S. Walnut St., Bryan, OH. All completed cards must be postmarked by midnight Monday,
October 9, 2017.
The first person to call or bring their card into The Bryan Times with one of the ways to win Weekly Prizes
shown on the back of this card will be the winner.
All completed coverall cards will be entered in a random drawing to win the Grand Prize of $1,000!
The grand-prize drawing will be held at Bryan Ford-Lincoln on Saturday, October 14, 2017 at their Grand
Re-Opening Celebration. Must be present to win. Keep reading The Bryan Times for details.
Immediate family of The Bryan Times and Bryan Ford are not eligble to win prizes.
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held at Wesley United Methodist Church.
Free shuttle rides will be
given to and from the Bryan
Area Chamber of Commerce
office on the downtown
square, the ice arena and
Wesley United every 15 to 20
minutes.
Admission is $2, but children 12 and younger get in
free.
Each year, funds from
the event flow back into the
community, going toward
numerous local groups and
organizations.
“It’s about the community giving back and coming

together to have a good time,
supporting the local craft vendors,” said club representative
Andrea Miller. “It’s a good
community event.”
To date, the festival has
raised $628,000 for various local entities. Last year,
$13,000 was raised for causes
like the Newlyn Quest Scholarship fund, Christmas donations for in-need families, the
Bryan Bear Bags program
and school extracurricular
activities, to name just a few.
“This is why we do it,
100 percent of our proceeds
go back to the community,”
Miller said.

Mail carrier credited with
rescuing elderly widow
MASSILLON (AP) — An
Ohio mail carrier credited
with rescuing an injured elderly widow lying helpless in her
home says he knew something
was amiss when the woman’s
porch door wasn’t unlocked as
usual for two straight days.
Donnie Lance tells The
Independent in Massillon
that he knew the woman lives
alone, so he found a window
to peek through and saw her
on the floor, conscious but
suffering from a broken hip
and dehydration. She had
fallen in the yard and pulled
herself to the house but then
could only manage to wait
for help, perhaps for more
than a day.
Once paramedics arrived,
Lance continued with his delivery route.
Woman gets 25 to life in
ex-husband’s killing
LEBANON (AP) — A
prosecutor says an Ohio woman who called 911 to report
fatally shooting her ex-husband has pleaded guilty to an
aggravated murder charge and
has been sentenced to 25 years
to life in prison.
Warren County Prosecutor
David Fornshell says a judge
accepted 35-year-old Mercedes Robb’s plea Wednesday
and handed down the sentence
reached in a plea deal.
Fornshell says Robb told
the dispatcher Nov. 3 that she
had killed her ex-husband on
purpose.
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